
 
 
DEAR NEIGHBORS; 
 
Many of our residential members who live in street facing units have received a letter from Forest 
City Ratner Corporation offering several measures directed toward lessening noise impacts from 
the construction of the Atlantic Yards Project.  The two measures offered are double paned 
windows and in-window air conditioners for those currently without one or both of those items. 
 
The following is an attempt to answer questions from our members and their neighbors.  Please 
feel free to contact us with further questions if you have them.  Also understand that this is not, 
nor should it be read to constitute, legal advice. 
 
Why is Forest City Ratner doing this? 
Dean Street between Flatbush and Vanderbilt is projected to experience a higher level of noise 
increases from the project than any other existing community.  Current low noise levels will 
increase to what is called “marginally unacceptable levels.”  (FEIS, 19-68)  Surprisingly, the 
noise on Pacific Street is projected to decrease, primarily due to street closures.  The air 
conditioners and the double paned windows are directed toward lowering the impact of elevated 
noise levels for residents during the prolonged construction period. 
 
How should I respond? 
Read the information below.  Thank Forest City Ratner for their attempt to address in a partial 
way the impacts of construction on your property or your rental.  Our quality of life and our 
ability to operate institutions and businesses will be affected in many significant ways by the 
construction of the project, including the creation of massive surface parking lots. Tell them these 
partial mitigations are not the product of your input, or anyone’s input in the community.  If you 
receive air conditioners or windows, you should only be asked to sign an acknowledgement that 
you have received air conditioners or windows. In other words, be careful what you sign!  Make 
certain you are not waiving your right to complain about noise in the future!  
 
I didn’t get a letter. 
As far as we can tell, the distribution of the letter has been inconsistent.  Every property owner of 
a residential unit or residential building should receive a letter.  Tenants should be notified by 
their landlord of the eligibility of their unit for air conditioners or double paned windows, (in the 
unlikely event that double paned windows are not installed already). Among those we believe 
should be eligible are property owners and tenants who live in or do activities that require 
concentration in units where elevated noise levels are projected to take place.  If as a property 
owner you did not receive a letter, or if your landlord did not receive a letter, please contact us 
and we will help you notify the relevant authorities. 
 
Is this all FCRC and the State are going to do to lower noise levels for us due to the project? 
Possibly.  For many of us this may be the only noise mitigation provided not only for 
construction, but also for what are called the “operational” noises of the project.  The FEIS states:  
“At all locations measures proposed to mitigate construction-related noise impacts would also 
address significant impacts that are predicted to occur with the operations of the proposed project 
with and without the proposed traffic mitigation measures.”  (Mitigation Chapter, 19-71)  This 
seems to mean that once the mitigations for construction noise are provided, the State and FCRC 
may take the position that no further mitigations for noise in relation to the project are necessary. 
 
Will the air conditioners and the double paned windows address the increased noise levels? 
Air conditioners do provide outside air without open windows.  They also provide “white noise” 
which masks the sounds emanating from outside.  On the other hand, electricity costs are not 
included.  Double-paned windows are an industry standard, and almost all residential units 



 
already have them.  Likewise, those living in units with central air also will not benefit from the 
air conditioners.  The construction of the Atlantic Yards project will take ten to twenty years. 
 
The FEIS describes 638 vehicles coming down Dean Street between six and seven in the 
morning, (apparently now there are 199), and an equally large number in the afternoon at certain 
times during the construction period.  The same number of vehicles will come down the street 
Saturday afternoons between three and four. Our volunteer readers have not found any 
construction traffic analysis for Pacific Street in the FEIS although the FEIS does describe 
deliveries for construction being directed to the staging area between Dean, Pacific, Carlton and 
Vanderbilt and then brought down Pacific Street to the arena construction site.  It is a logical 
assumption those residential units facing Pacific Street will experience substantial construction 
traffic noise as well as the noise of building construction if and when the second phase of the 
project is built. 
 
Noise analysis in the FEIS does not include the noise of the at least a thousand construction 
workers projected to walk down Dean and Pacific Streets to their parked cars on surface parking 
lots located between Dean and Pacific Street and Carlton and Vanderbilt Avenues, Dean Street 
and 6th Avenue, and Atlantic Avenue between Carlton and Vanderbilt.  The FEIS only measures 
noise levels, (like that for a highway), so the intensities of particular sounds like jackhammers, 
horns or trucks backing up are not included in the analysis. Because the utilities for the project are 
going to be run down Dean Street, residents should expect the street to be dug up numerous times 
over the course of the duration of the project’s construction.  In addition, because construction 
noise mitigations appear to be the same as those for the operation of the project, the noise of 
arena pedestrians are relevant here, and they are not included in the FEIS.  Neither are the 
additional noises caused by the arena like increased bus traffic, truck deliveries, etc. 
 
I don’t need an air conditioner and I have double paned windows.   I want something else. 
What’s being offered is not enough. 
The impacts of construction on the existing community are not limited to noise.  Our streets and 
the rail yard are being dug up and two and a half of the blocks in our neighborhood are being 
turned into surface parking for an indeterminate period. When it comes to noise, there are many 
ways that noise levels for the project can be reduced for all of those impacted by it. We stand the 
best chance to get informed solutions established if we all work together to achieve them. 
 
No matter their positions on the Atlantic Yards Project, organizations advocating in one way or 
another for our neighborhood, including this block association, the Prospect Heights 
Neighborhood Development Council and Community Board 8 as well as coalitions of community 
groups like the Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods, Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn and 
BrooklynSpeaks have all consistently argued for a process that provides meaningful community 
input.  Given the degree to which our quality of life and our ability to operate our businesses are 
impacted by the construction plan for Atlantic Yards, we deserve a way to give meaningful input 
in that plan, especially given the degree to which that plan will be modified during the long build-
out period for the project. The community also needs construction oversight that is accountable to 
the public.   
 
If you agree, let all of our elected officials know.  For a list of elected officials go to 
http://www.phndc.org/view/resources.  And write Patrick Foye, Chairman, Empire 
State Development Corporation, 633 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. 
 
For further questions contact: serena.mulhern@med.nyu.edu or the telephone # above. 
 
JOIN THE BLOCK ASSOCIATION!    YOUR INPUT IS ESSENTIAL! 


